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Mackay Stresses Duties 
Of Religion, Government 


“The lay state is the form of government which meets most fully the 
demands of my Protestant faith,” Dr. John A. Mackay, president of Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary and a vice-president of POAU, told 1,700 persons 
attending the concluding session in Constitution Hall of POAU’s Fourth 


National Conference on Church and State. 


Executive Director Glenn L. Archer 
at the mass meeting—which, as in 
previous years, took place during a 
heavy storm—Dr. Mackay chose as 
his subject “RELIGION AND 
GOVERNMENT: Their Separate 
Spheres and Reciprocal Responsibil- 
ities.” Archer, in his talk on ‘Four 
Years of Progress,’ noted that in its 
beginnings POAU was only “an idea 
expressed on paper,” but that today 
it has members “in every state of the 
Union and in seventeen foreign coun- 
tries” who receive its monthly 
Church and State Newsletter regu- 
larly and are proud of its role in 
mobilizing public opinion on leading 
issues, such as the nomination of an 
ambassador to the Vatican and cur- 
rent attacks on the public schools. 


According to Dr. Mackay’s analy- 
sis, governments fall into four dis- 
tinct types with regard to church- 
state relations—the “secular” state, 
the “totalitarian” state, the “clerical” 
state, and the “lay” state. “I use 
the word ‘secular,’” he explained, 
“not as synonymous with ‘neutral’ 
but as antithetical to ‘religious.’ . 
Secularism, however, can assume the 
character of a religion. Secular states 
in this meaning of the term, such as 
Mexico and Russia, have at certain 
times in their recent history promoted 
the cause of irreligion with religious 
fanaticism.” 

_ Rejecting equally the “totalitar- 
lan” and the “clerical” states—the 
former because it exalts some group 
or “finite absolute” until it becomes 
“the religious soul of a political or- 


Sharing the platform with 





b 


der,” the latter because it ‘“debases 
both religion and government”—Dr. 
Mackay went on to describe the vir- 
tues of the “lay” state, which, he 
said, “is not, by nature, indifferent 
or hostile to religion.” “It appre- 
(Continued on page 5) 


Trial Expected Soon 
in Pittsburgh Case 


A June trial is expected in a suit 
brought to halt expenditure of some 
$200,000 annually by county authori- 
ties for maintenance of juvenile court 
wards in sectarian institutions of the 
Pittsburgh area. 


Dr. Frederick Curtis Fowler, pas- 
tor of the Knoxville Presbyterian 
Church and president of the Pitts- 
burgh POAU chapter, has been 
working closely with Attorney John 
A. Metz, Jr., in the preparation of 
the case. 





AT POAU 


BANQUET 





The convivial gathering shown above occurred on the evening of April 23, when POAU 
executives and guests attended a banquet in the Burlington Hotel on the opening day of the 
Fourth National Conference on Church and State. Seated at the head table, left to right, are 
Mrs. Glenn L. Archer; Congressman Brooks Hays; Glenn L. Archer; Dr. T. Christie Innes, 
guest speaker; Dr. Edwin McNeill Poteat; Dr. John A. Mackay; Mrs. Brooks Hays; Dr. Ellis 
H. Dana; Mrs. Ellis H. Dana; and (right, foreground) Dr. Leland Stark. 
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NEW YORK ‘RELEASED TIME’ SYSTEM 


UPHELD 6-3 BY SUPREME COURT 


In a decision which brought sharply worded dissents from three justices, 
the United States Supreme Court on April 28 upheld the system of “released 
time” for religious instruction which is in effect in public schools in various 


parts of New York State. 


The majority opinion, written by Justice William 


O. Douglas, passed favorably on the constitutionality, though not neces- 


”? 


sarily on the “wisdom,” of the pro- 
gram under review. The dissenters 
were Justices Hugo L. Black (author 
of the majority decision in the 1948 
McCollum case, which, by an 8-1 
vote, invalidated the Champaign, 
Illinois, system of “released time’’), 
Robert H. Jackson, and Felix Frank- 
furter. 

Emphasizing that “the wisdom of 
the system, its efficiency from an 
educational point of view, and the 
political considerations which have 
motivated its adoption or rejection 
in some communities” were not the 
concern of the Court, Justice Doug- 
las declared: “We [the majority] 
follow the McCollum case.” “In 
the McCollum case,” he observed, 
“the classrooms were used for reli- 
gious instruction and the force of the 
public school was used to promote 
that instruction. Here, as we have 
said, the public schools do no more 
than accommodate their schedules to 
a program of outside religious in- 
struction.” To invalidate such a sys- 
tem, he concluded, would be to “read 
into the Bill of Rights . . . a philos- 
ophy of hostility to religion.” Chief 
Justice Fred M. Vinson and Justices 
Stanley Reed, Harold H. Burton, 
Tom C. Clark, and Sherman Minton 
concurred. 

Dissents 

Justice Black, however, declared: 
“T see no significant difference be- 
tween the invalid Illinois system and 
that of New York here sustained. 
Except for the use of the school 
buildings in Illinois, there is no dif- 
ference between the systems which 
I consider even worthy of mention. 


“As we attempted to make cate- 
gorically clear, the McCollum deci- 
sion would have been the same if 
the religious classes had not been 
held in the school buildings. . . . 

. . « In this case . . . the sole 
question is whether New York can 
use its compulsory education laws to 
help religious sects get attendants 
presumably too unenthusiastic to go 
unless moved to do so by the use of 
this state machinery. .. . 

“State help to religion injects po- 
litical and party prejudices into a 
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holy field. It too often substitutes 
force for prayer, hate for love, and 
persecution for persuasion. Govern- 
ment should not be allowed, under 
cover of the soft euphemism of ‘co- 
operation,’ to steal into the sacred 
area of religious choice.” 


“Temporary Jail’ 


Speaking as “one whose children, 
as a matter of free choice, have been 
sent to privately supported church 
schools,” Justice Jackson observed: 
“The greater effectiveness of this 
[New York] system over voluntary 
attendance after school hours is due 
to the truant officer... . 

“Here schooling is more or less 
suspended during the ‘released time’ 
so the nonreligious attendants will 
not forge ahead of the church-going 
absentees. But it serves as a tem- 
porary jail for a pupil who will not 
go to church. ... 

“The day that this country ceases 
to be free for irreligion it will cease 
to be free for religion—except for the 
sect that can win political power... .” 


Issue Likely to Recur 


Justice Frankfurter, emphasizing 
his “agreement with Mr. Justice 
Jackson’s dissent,” noted that “the 
Court relies upon the absence from 
the record of evidence of coercion in 
the operation of the system [while 
disregarding the fact that] the pe- 
titioners were not allowed to make 
proof of it” by the New York Court 
of Appeals. “. . . I draw the hope 
that in future variations of the prob- 
lem which are bound to come here,”’ 
he added, “these [McCollum] princi- 
ples may again be honored in the ob- 
servance.” 

“The deeply divisive controversy 
aroused by the attempts to secure 
public school pupils for sectarian in- 
struction,” Justice Frankfurter de- 
clared, “would promptly end if the 
advocates of such instruction were 
content to have the school ‘close its 
doors or suspend operations’—that 
is, dismiss classes in their entirety, 
without discrimination—instead of 
seeking to use the public schools as 
the instrument for security of at- 
tendance at denominational classes.’’ 








Justice Brewer Explains 


“But in what sense can it [the 
United States] be called a Christian 
nation? Not in the sense that Chris- 
tianity is the established religion or 
the people are compelled in any man- 
ner to support it. On the contrary, 
the Constitution specifically provides 
that ‘Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of reli- 
gion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof.’ Neither is it Christian in 
the sense that all its citizens are either 
in fact or in name Christians. On the 
contrary, all religions have free scope 
within its borders. Numbers of our 
people profess other religions, and 
many reject all. Nor is it Christian 
in the sense that a profession of 
Christianity is a condition of holding 
office or otherwise engaging in public 
service, or essential to recognition 
either politically or socially. In fact, 
the government as a legal organiza- 
tion is independent of all religions.” 
—'The United States a Christian Na- 
tion,” by Justice David J. Brewer, 1905. 

Justice Brewer's book was intended ( 
to clear up misconceptions concerning 
his “Christian nation” view as ex- 
pressed in an “obiter dictum” in an 
1893 Supreme Court decision (“Holy 
Trinity v. The United States”). 




















Lutheran Schools Expand 


Without Government Aid 


More than 100,000 pupils have en- 
rolled in parochial schools of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod for 
the school year 1951-52, according to 
the annual report of Dr. A. C. Stell- 
horn, Missouri Synod superintendent 
of schools. This is the largest num- 
ber since the schools were established 
over a century ago. To keep up with 
the expansion, 112 new teachers have 
been assigned to 112 new classrooms. 

Lutheran leaders, however, differ 
from the administrators of the Ro- 
man Catholic parochial school system 
in that they do not seek tax support 
and keep their schools unentangled 
with government. 
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Conference Speakers Hit 
Power-Seeking Prelates 


Organized campaigns to censor 
movies, break down the public school 
system, and secure the domination 
of one church over others were at- 
tacked as leading threats to Ameri- 
can democracy by Mrs. Vashti Mc- 
Collum, Dr. A. Powell Davies, and 
Thomas Sugrue in their addresses at 
POAU’s Fourth National Conference 
on Church and State. 

Mrs. McCollum, who has become 
nationally known as the plaintiff in 
the now-celebrated Champaign (Illi- 
nois) “released time” case decided 
by the Supreme Court in 1948, told 
the Conference that the Legion of 
Decency and other Roman Catholic 
agencies of censorship are attempt- 
ing to return us to “the security of 
the Dark Ages . . . which is the se- 
curity of Spain and Argentina to- 
day.” Having recently completed 
graduate studies at the University of 
Illinois on the subject of film censor- 
ship, she analyzed in detail various 
cuts and changes which had been 
forced on the distributors of such 
films as “The Musketeers,” “Captain 
From Castile,” “The Fugitive,” 
“Juarez,” “Black Narcissus,” “A 
Streetcar Named Desire,” and others, 
because of objections based entirely 
on theological or sectarian grounds. 
The Legion of Decency, in spite of 
its name, she noted, is more concerned 
with the suppression of non-Catholic 
ideas than it is with preventing or 
eliminating “obscenity.” Mrs. Mc- 
Collum pointed out that the Italian 
import, “The Miracle,” was ap- 
proved for showing in New York 
State but suppressed later on the sole 
ground that Cardinal Spellman had 
called it “blasphemous” of Catholic 
doctrine. Such use of state power on 
behalf of sectarian interest, she said, 
stems naturally from the insistence 
of Pope Pius XI in his encyclical, 
“Vigilante Cura” (1936), that cler- 
ical “demands” on film producers 
“regard not only Catholics, but all 
who patronize the cinema.” 

Dr. Davies, minister of All Souls’ 
Unitarian Church, Washington, 
D. C., declared in his address on “Re- 
ligion and the Schools’* that free 
public education performs a function 
which no other school system can per- 
form. ‘What the public school does, 
and does extremely well,” he said, 
“is to encourage the attitudes and 
outlook which promote tolerance and 





*Dr. Davies’ address is being printed for 
distribution. 
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AT JEFFERSON MEMORIAL 





Pledging themselves to continue their ceaseless battle on behalf of the Jeffersonian ideal 
of religious liberty, POAU leaders Frank H. Yost, Edwin McNeill Poteat, Joseph M. Dawson, 
and Glenn L. Archer are pictured above (left to right) at POAU’s rededication service in 
the Jefferson Memorial on April 24. 





cooperation so that diversity shall be 
undergirded with unity—the sort of 
unity without which no democratic 
society can long endure.’”’ Dr. Davies 
took issue with those who contend 
that public education is lacking in 
spiritual values, saying: “Democracy 
is based upon spiritual principles, 
and the public schools not only teach 
these principles but largely practice 
them. It is a spiritual principle that 
human rights are universal and that 
all are entitled to equal consideration, 
and the public schools make manifest 
this principle; it is a spiritual prin- 
ciple that all men are brothers, ir- 
respective of where they come from 
or what they believe, and the public 
schools are founded on this princi- 
ple... .” Such principles, he added, 
while not the whole of religion, are 
an application of the teaching of 
Jesus that all men should do unto 
others as they would have others do 
unto them. “If a Protestant says 
otherwise, demanding that the 
teachings of the various denomina- 
tions be injected into the public 
schools, it matters very little wheth- 
er the ‘released time’ is spent on 
school premises or somewhere else: 
he has conceded the contention of 
the Roman Catholic Church.” 


Sugrue, author of A CATHOLIC 
SPEAKS HIS MIND on America’s 
Religious Conflict, Starling of the 


White House, and other books, scored 
members of any church who seek 
“success in‘ the world” for their 
church as persons who are “pervert- 
ing the purpose of religion, which is 
to free man from the earth, not to 
establish him in it.” 


“Men are different because they 
are separated from the oneness of 
God,” Sugrue continued. “In reli- 
gion they affirm their belief in this 
truth. They thus subscribe to the 
theory that their differences represent 
their imperfections—that if each 
were perfect none would differ from 
another. How then can they be 
snobbish about these very differ- 
ences? How can they maintain that 
one difference sets a man less far 
from God than another difference? 
To be separated from God at all is 
to be separated by an infinite and 
intolerable distance. If a man does 
not believe this he is not religious, 
and if he is not religious he has no 
business in the name of religion to set 
one group of citizens against anoth- 
er.” 





‘ 


‘, . . the concept of religious lib- 
erty ... holds that freedom of wor- 
ship is a human right belonging in- 
herently even to a minority of one.” 
—The Christian Science Monitor. 











POAU Councilmen Refute 


NCEA on Five 


Points 


Challenging Msgr. Frederick G. Hochwalt and other spokesmen for the 
National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA) to “clarify certain 
misconceptions,’ the national advisory council of Protestants and Other 
Americans United, meeting in executive session on the opening day of the 
Fourth National Conference on Church and State, issued a point-by-point 


refutation of the Catholic educators’ 
April 16 statement on “the traditional 
Catholic position on the American 
public schools.” The council unani- 
mously adopted the following state- 
ment, as read by Dr. Edwin McNeill 
Poteat, POAU president: 

“As leaders of an organization de- 
voted to the principle of separation 
of church and state, we have read 
with interest and appreciation the 
five-point statement issued in Kansas 
City by the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Frederick 
G. Hochwalt, purporting to set forth 
the ‘traditional Catholic position on 
the American public schools,’ but we 
regret that the statement is out of 
line with many clearly observed 
practices of the Church in the field 
of education. Msgr. Hochwalt and 
his colleagues are seeking to disarm 
the growing criticism of their persist- 
ent efforts to obtain public funds for 
parochial schools. 

“1. ‘Catholics believe in the public 
schools,’ asserts the NCEA. This is 
in conflict with Canon 1374 of the 
Church’s canon law, which declares: 
‘Catholic children may not attend 
non-Catholic, neutral or mixed 
schools, that is, those which are open 
also to non-Catholics, and it pertains 
exclusively to the Ordinary of the 
place to decide, in accordance with 
instructions of the Holy See, under 
what circumstances and with what 
precautions against the danger of 
perversion, attendance at such schools 
may be tolerated.’ 

“2. ‘Catholics believe that as citi- 
zens, like all other citizens, they have 
an obligation to pay taxes for the 
adequate support of the public 
schools in their community,’ asserts 
the NCEA. This is not supported 
by numerous other statements of the 
Catholic clergy, such as the one 
made by Father Paul L. Blakely in 
a pamphlet entitled May an Ameri- 
can Oppose the Public School?—Our 
first duty to the public school is not 
to pay taxes for its maintenance.’ 
Father Blakely’s pamphlet was pub- 
lished in 1937 under the Imprimatur 
of the late Patrick Cardinal Hayes, 
and has never been repudiated by 
the hierarchy. 

“3. ‘Catholics have not nor will not 
interfere with the justifiable expansion 
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of the public school system,’ asserts 
the NCEA. But only last year, in 
Pierz, Minnesota, Roman Catholic 
layman Henry A. Gau was excom- 
municated because he actively sup- 
ported a proposal to build a public 
rather than a parochial high school in 
his community. 

“4, ‘Catholics have a civic duty 
to take an active interest in the wel- 
fare of the public schools in their 
community,’ asserts the NCEA. This 
‘active interest,’ however, too often 
takes the form of infiltration result- 
ing in changing the character of the 
public school system. This was ex- 
emplified in North College Hill, Ohio, 
where nearly a decade of bitter and 
violent struggle was precipitated when 
a Catholic-dominated school board 
declared St. Mary Margaret paro- 
chial school to be a ‘public’ school 
in 1940. As in North College Hill, 
other American communities are at 
this moment being divided by similar 
illegal practices. In many cases court 
action is the only effective deterrent 
to such abuses, and in New Mexico’s 
‘Dixon Case’ of a few years ago, and 
in cases now being litigated in Wis- 
consin and Missouri, garbed teaching 
nuns are making a reluctant exit 
from ‘public’ teaching posts which 
they cannot conscientiously fill, since 
their religious vows are irreconcilable 
with the non-sectarian function of 
public school teachers. Another suit 
was filed recently in Garden Plain, 
Kansas, to halt similar malpractices. 
POAU has, in fact, received hun- 
dreds of documented complaints 
from all parts of the country, and 
eleven different court actions are now 
pending to rectify some of the most 
flagrant situations. 

“5. ‘Catholics have great admi- 
ration for the rank and file of pub- 
lic school teachers who in a spirit 
of self-sacrifice and dedication to 
American ideals have stuck to their 
posts despite the relatively low sal- 
aries paid to them in many localities,’ 
asserts the NCEA. How, then, can 
the hierarchy explain its unyielding 
opposition for decade after decade 
to any federal aid legislation except 
that which provides an allocation of 
funds for parochial schools?” 








a 
Missouri Judge Stops 
School Funds’ Misuse 


Public funds may no longer be 
used to support Roman Catholic 
schools in Franklin County, Missouri, 
Circuit Judge Emmett Crouse ruled 
recently in St. Joseph. The decision 
came in a suit filed by seven tax- 
payers against Rock Hill and Reor- 
ganized No. 8 school districts, alleg- 
ing misuse of tax funds by parochial 
schools at Kracow, Gildehaus, and 
Ziegmeyer. In an effort to forestall 
further suits, the Sisters of Notre 
Dame have begun withdrawing teach- 
ing nuns from other public schools, 

The Missouri Association for Free 
Public Schools, a POAU affiliate, has 
been pressing a. similar legal action in 
Jefferson City, and decision is pending. 











rors, 


DAWSON COMPLETES 
SOUTHWESTERN TOUR 


Dr. Joseph M. Dawson, executive 
director of the Baptist Joint Com- 
mittee on Public Affairs and dynamic 
recording secretary of POAU, re- 
cently addressed large audiences at 
POAU meetings in five cities of the 
Southwest. At Little Rock, Arkan- 
sas, the veteran Baptist leader made 
a creditable showing under circum- 
stances which put him into inadver- 
tent competition with General Doug- 
las MacArthur—a meeting having 
been scheduled for the general on the 
same afternoon that Dr. Dawson was 
due to speak. More than 800 per- 
sons attended the POAU meeting in 
the Immanuel Baptist Church. 

Dr. Dawson’s next three appear- 
ances were in his home state of Tex- 
as, at meetings held in Austin, 
Dallas, and Beaumont. The con- 
cluding mass meeting of the tour 
took place in New Orleans, under the 
joint auspices of the city and state 
chapters of POAU, and was attended 
by a capacity audience. Organiza- 
tion Director John C. Mayne repre- 
sented the national office at each 
meeting and enlisted hundreds of 
new POAU members in the cause of 
religious liberty. Several new local 
chapters are in process of formation 
as a result of the tour. 





POAU’s department of organiza- 
tion appreciates the cooperation of 
local chapter secretaries who have 
sent in current lists of officers and 
advisers. If your chapter has not 
sent in-its list, please send it now to 
John C. Mayne at POAU headquar- 
ters. Summer program suggestions 
for chapter activities may be obtained 
from Mr. Mayne upon request. 
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Mackay 


(Continued from page 1) 


cates the importance of religion in 
human society and recognizes the 
service which it has rendered to man- 
kind,” he continued. “It is, at the 
same time, not controlled by any 
religious organization, nor does it 
function in the interest of any par- 
ticular church or religious group.” 


Pascal’s Warning 


Dr. Mackay counselled against 
uncritical acceptance of all religious 
influence as beneficial, saying: “For 
let us be quite candid: not all influ- 
ence is good because it happens to be 
religious. That great French Cath- 
olic layman of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, Blaise Pascal, once said, ‘Men 
never do evil so completely and 
cheerfully as when they do it from 
religious convictions.’ . . .” 

Other excerpts from Dr. Mackay’s 
address follow: 

“Tt is the responsibility of reli- 
gion to proclaim the spiritual bases 
of government, that is, of all public 
administration, whether local, na- 
tional, or international. 

“Tt is the responsibility of gov- 

ernment to recognize that religion is 
a determining factor in human soci- 
ety, which molds the thought, the 
character, and the attitudes of peo- 
le. 
e The State must guarantee to all 
forms of religion complete freedom 
of expression both in private and in 
public. This involves freedom of 
worship in the home, within church 
buildings, and in the open air; free- 
dom to carry on religious propa- 
ganda by lip and by pen, by the 
printed page, by radio and televi- 
sion; freedom to educate children in 
the home and in schools sponsored by 
religious bodies, provided that these 
meet official standards of education, 
and are not a burden upon public 
funds; freedom to purchase, build, 
and own property; freedom to change 
one’s religion without being discrim- 
inated against. 

“In granting such freedom to re- 
ligion the State must, at the same 
time, grant equal freedom to those 
who criticize and attack religion. The 
interests of truth and of society, in 
the widest and deepest sense, are 
dependent upon the utmost freedom 
being guaranteed to the expression 
and propagation of ideas, provided 
those ideas are not subversive of 
public morals, and do not advocate 
the violent overthrow of government. 

“It is a lesson of history that, 
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POAU TOURS 





THE NATION 


The ever-increasing scope of POAU activities is graphically depicted on the map above. 
The markers indicate the locale of POAU mass meetings held during 1951 and the beginning 
of 1952. 





whenever a given religion has de- 
manded and secured for itself a pre- 
ferred status in relation to govern- 
ment, on such terms as to affect the 
civil rights and religious freedom of 
those who do not profess that reli- 
gion, the most devastating results 
have inexorably followed. Spain, 
transformed today into a sepulchre, 
is the classical example of this proc- 
a 
“Roman clericalism, which may 
also be called Political Catholicism, 
because of its emphasis upon juris- 
dictional, as distinguished from mor- 
al authority, is alien to the genius of 
spiritual religion, and to the best tra- 
ditions of the Christian faith through 
the centuries. It is fatal to the inter- 
ests of true spirituality and consti- 
tutes a growing challenge to the con- 
ception of freedom which has been 
the glory hitherto of the American 
cultural heritage. 

“American citizens who believe, 
upon the basis of principle and expe- 
rience, that the traditional separation 
of Church and State is best for the 
life of the Republic, should take ev- 
ery legitimate means to preserve this 
separation. They should counteract 
in a decisive but constructive manner 
the social policies of prelates who be- 
lieve that the union of Church and 
State is the ideal way in which re- 
ligion should be related to govern- 
ment, and who, because they sincere- 
ly believe that, are committed to 
work for a form of relationship be- 
tween Church and State which the 
American Constitution rejects.” 





A Democratic Faith 


“The democracy of Thomas Jeffer- 
son rested on his faith in the spirit 
of man. By some this is called a 
naive illusion, and in our times should 
be corrected by something less shal- 
low, less innocent, less optimistic. 
Perhaps. Certainly it is not very easy 
to maintain our faith in ideals that 
to our forebears were invincible. And 
yet to abandon faith in man is to 
abandon faith, both in the qualities 
of mind by which he can order his 
days, and in the qualities of spirit by 
which he apprehends God and orders 
his destiny. Only men who believe 
in man can believe in themselves; only 
men who trust man can trust them- 
selves; only men who have been made 
truly aware of themselves can become 
truly aware of God. Men are there- 
fore nurtured by the disciplines of 
democratic faith in self-trust and self- 
direction. To accept the alternative 
—authoritarianism—is to be schooled 
in fear and irresponsibility. . . .”— 
From address by POAU President Ed- 
win McNeill Poteat, Jefferson Me- 
morial, April 24, 1952. 











New POAU chapters are being 
formed in various parts of the coun- 
try as a direct result of recent mass 
meetings sponsored by the national 
office. Local leaders have set up 
temporary organizing committees, 
and, with the aid of guidance ma- 
terials furnished by POAU Washing- 
ton headquarters, are preparing to 
apply for official chapter charters. 
Interested groups are now at work in 
Miami, Fla.; St. Louis and Kansas 
City, Mo.; Dallas, Tex.; and Oak- 
land, Calif. 





House Bars Funds 


For Vatican Post 


No funds may be appropriated for 
any diplomatic mission “prior to con- 
firmation by the Senate of the ap- 
pointment of the first chief of mission 
or other diplomatic representative” 
to the state or country involved, un- 
der terms of a State Department ap- 
propriation bill passed last month by 
the House. A challenge to the re- 
striction—which was aimed primar- 
ily at Administration efforts to re- 
sume diplomatic relations with the 
Vatican—was rejected by a nearly 
2 to 1 vote. The State Department’s 
request for $70,000 for the expenses 
of “a small mission” at the Vatican 
—protested earlier by POAU (Church 
and State Newsletter, April, 1952)— 
was thereby decisively rejected. 

The vote came on an amendment 
by Rep. John J. Rooney of New York 
to eliminate a rider barring the Vat- 
ican mission funds. (The rider had 





New Advisers Elected 


At Fourth Conference 


POAU’s National Advisory Coun- 
cil, meeting at the Fourth National 
Conference on Church and State, 
elected five new members. They are 
Robert S. Gass, Portland, Me.; 
A. C. Miller, director of the Christian 
Life Commission (Baptist), Dallas, 
Tex.; Dr. H. S. Southgate, Trinity 
Methodist Church, Alexandria, Va.; 
Admiral Harold C. Fitts, U. S. Navy 
(Ret.); and Dr. Leland Stark, 
Church of the Epiphany, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 





been written into the bill by Rep. 
Prince H. Preston, Jr., of Georgia.) 
When the final tally came, 159 mem- 
bers voted to sustain Rep. Prince, 
82 to sustain Rep. Rooney. POAU 
rejoices at this victory, but will re- 
main alert to combat any future ef- 
forts to institute a new mission to 
the Pope. 





O'NEILL ‘OPERATES’ ON BLANSHARD 


ill of the people as a whole. 


There is a certain understandable shrewdness in this attitude 
oward the democratic welfare state. If the hierarchy once con- 
ceded that ultimate sovereignty lies wholly in the people, anything 
might follow. The state might then rightfully expand its jurisdiction 
over many fields of authority now claimed by the Church. Because 
of this danger, the American Catholic bishops who praise democ- 
acy always utter their praises with an important mental reserva- 
tion, that the real source of the authority of the American govern- 
ment and of all governments is God and not the people. And when 
the bishops use the name of God in this connection, they do not 
mean a genial or undenominational Deity of all the people; they 
mean the particular Catholic Deity who established Roman primacy 
through St. Peter, whose Vicar on earth is the Pope, and who ruth- 
essly condemns all willful unbelievers to eternal perdition. 

Under this theory the frontier of the people’s authority is set not 
by the people themselves but by the self-proclaimed representatives 

God, the officers of the Roman Catholic C . Hence the 


“American Catholic bishops who praise democracy always utter 
their praises with an important mental reservation, that the real 


source of the authority of the American government and of all govern- 
ments is God and not thie people. Under this theory the frontier of the 


people’s authority is set not by the 


UrlI¢SeAK GO . 





people themselves” (p. 47). To 


atop 


The above reproductions show, first, a passage from page 47 of Paul Blanshard’s book, 
“American Freedom and Catholic Power,” and, below it, an alleged “quotation” of Blanshard’s 
e by James M. O'Neill in his answering book, “Catholicism and American Freedom” 


passag 
(page 263). 


Note how O'Neill starts the quotation in the middie of a sentence without 


so indicating, and how, after finishing this sentence, he leaves out six lines-of Blanshard’s 
passage—again, without any indication—and continues with the first sentence of Blanshard’s 


next paragraph! A neat surgical operation, this! 


6 


’ 





DAWSON, SUGRUE SPEAK 
IN CARNEGIE HALL 


Shortly before they were to 
in Washington at POAU’s Fourth 
National Conference on Church and 
State (April 23-24), Dr. Joseph M. 
Dawson, executive director of the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, and Thomas Sugrue, author 
of A CATHOLIC SPEAKS Hijs 
MIND on America’s Religious Con. 
flict,* addressed 1,400 persons in 
Carnegie Hall, New York City, at a 
meeting of the Metropolitan Com. 
mittee for Religious Liberty, New 
York affiliate of POAU. 

Pointing to what he called “def. 
nite attacks upon the great bulwark 
of our freedom,” Dr. Dawson cop. 
demned all efforts to unite church 
and state in any area of government 
whether by sending a diplomatic 
representative to the Vatican, paying 
the costs of bus transportation and 
other expenditures of parochial 
schools, or any other means. Sugrue 
declared that America is in danger 
of being “cut up by sectarianism,” 
and said that the nation’s strength 
can only be maintained if all citi- 
zens will try “practicing” their reli- 
gions instead of “fighting to set them 
up in the world in positions of pow- 
er.” He noted that a plan which 
he recently outlined in his new book, 
calling for informal meetings of Cath- 
olics and non-Catholics as a step 
towards mutual understanding, had 
gained the approval of many Cath- 
olics as well as Protestants. 

In the course of his remarks, Dr, 
Dawson commented on the reply is- 
sued by J. M. O’Neill and other re- 
cent National Catholic Educational 
Association speakers to an earlier 
address delivered by Harvard Uni- 
versity President James Bryant 
Conant before the American Associ- 
ation of School Administrators. He 
said that the Catholic educators’ 
“profession of faith” in the public 
schools reversed “a long line of Pa- 
pal encyclicals and the pronounce- 
ments of the hierarchy’s National 
Catholic Welfare Conference against 
public school education,” and pointed 
out that many lawsuits are now 
pending in various parts of the coun- 
try to halt Roman Catholic moves 
for the integration of parochial 
schools into the public school sys- 
tem. 

*Harper and Brothers, 64 pages, $1, Order 
from POAU., 





My Catholic Critics, a new pam- 
phlet by Paul Blanshard, may be 
ordered from POAU. (50c a copy.) 
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Sign of the Times? 


— 


WE WILL CLOSE FROM 
12 NOON TO 3 P. M. 


GOOD FRIDAY 


APRIL 11, 1952 


IN OBSERVANCE 


OF THE 


DEATH CHRIST 


The sign reproduced above was used in 
the recent Good Friday observance campaign 
of the New York City Fire Department's 
Anchor Club (composed of members of the 
Knights of Columbus) and other Roman 
Catholic groups. Persons participating in the 
campaign brought the signs to Jewish as well 
# Christian storekeepers in the Bronx and 
the Bay Ridge section of Brooklyn, demand- 
ing that the signs be displayed, and in some 
instances threatening boycotts or even vio- 
lent reprisals if their request were not com- 





MARYLAND INDIGENT CARE 
FUNDS UNDER QUESTION 


Are public funds in the state of 
Maryland being unlawfully used by 
sectarian hospitals for the propaga- 
tion of religious doctrine rather than 
for medical activities? This question 
has arisen during discussion of the 
state budget, which includes a pro- 
vision for aid to nonpublic hospitals 
for the care of indigent patients. A 
Baltimore physician who appeared 
before the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee in February testified that 
vague language in the law—e.g., 
“other extraneous medical activities” 
—and the lack of a specific budge- 
tary breakdown of per diem hospital 
charges to patients, make it possible 





plied with. The wording of the sign, with 
its emphasis on the “DEATH OF CHRIST,” 
was pointedly offensive to the Jewish store- 
keepers, whose attitude was clearly summed 
up by one of them when he said: “We don’t 
ask them [Christians] to close their busi- 
nesses on our holidays, and there is no rea- 
son why we should close on theirs.” 


for public funds to be used for pros- 
elytizing activities by denominational 
authorities. 

POAU has made repeated efforts 
to obtain information on the matter 
from Governor Theodore R. McKel- 
din’s office, but all inquiries have 
been brushed aside. Instead of a 
specific analysis of the budget figures 
—which is what is needed to clear 
up the question—mere personal as- 
surances and general denials have 
been offered. 

Since it is known that some de- 
nominational hospitals conduct 
courses in religion so that their 
nurses may seek to influence patients’ 
beliefs, and also carry on other 
purely religious activities, the ret- 
icence of state authorities on the 
budgetary question raises the pos- 
sibility that Maryland taxpayers are 
being forced to pay for sectarian, 
nonmedical activities conducted by 
hospitals. 











will be sent to 
all who contribute. 


May 1952, Vor. 5 No. 5 


NOW - - MORE THAN EVER ! 


@ POAU must battle to preserve freedom of religion in America. 
@ The pressure is still strong to appoint an envoy to the Vatican. 
@ Violations of church-state separation are occurring in many states. 


@ public tax money is still being used for sectarian purposes. 


Please make your gift today—or renew your previous membership 


by using the convenient form below. 


(Tear off—mail today) 


Believing in the work of POAU, I enclose $ 





( ) I wish to become a member of POAU ($3 or more). 


( ) Please RENEW my Membership. 


( ) This is payment on my pledge. 


(Make check payable to POAU, 1633 Mass. Ave., N.W., Washing- 


ton 6, D. C.) 


Name 





Mailing address 








Don’t Yield to 


Vatican 


Lure, POAU Tells Ike 


POAU Executive Director Glenn 
L. Archer wrote to General Dwight 
D. Eisenhower on April 3 as follows: 


“General Dwight D. Eisenhower 
SHAPE Headquarters 

Paris, France 

“Dear General: 

“Recent primary results demon- 
strate with unmistakable force the 
high regard which millions of Amer- 
icans hold for you. I rejoice in these 
manifestations both as a fellow Kan- 
san and fellow American. 

“There is, however, one aspect of 
recent political debates which is a 
cause of sorrow, rather than gratifi- 
cation, to all patriotic citizens—I 
mean the deplorable injection of the 
so-called ‘religious’ issue into na- 
tional politics, resulting from the 
President’s ill-fated appointment of 
an Ambassador to the Vatican and his 
oft-repeated assertion that he will 
seek to implement this move in spite 
of the great public outcry against 
any entanglement with the Vatican. 
I am writing this letter to you be- 
cause I am concerned lest you, too, 
may be dragged into this futile and 
harmful contest which today poses a 
grave threat to American unity at a 
crucial hour in world history. 


“The manner of General Clark’s 
appointment to the Vatican-Ambas- 
sador post, and the conduct of the 
discussion since then, have been cor- 
rectly analyzed by seasoned observ- 
ers as proofs that the move was con- 
ceived wholly for political effect, in 
utter disregard of America’s interest 
and welfare as a nation. Almost 
superhuman integrity is required of 
a political leader before he can look 


at this question in any terms other 
than, ‘How many votes will it win 
or lose for me if I take one stand or 
the other?’ It is not surprising, there- 
fore, that at least two Senators who 
are presidential aspirants have sought 
to straddle the issue by suggesting a 
reversion to the stratagem of a ‘Per- 
sonal Representative of the President’ 
to the Vatican. By reason of my pres- 
ent position, however, I believe I 
can testify with assurance that such 
a maneuver would prove to be as 
offensive to the great majority of 
Americans as the proposal for a 
formal Ambassador to the Pope. 

“T sincerely hope, therefore, that 
you will resolutely decline to be 
drawn into the jockeying for political 
advantage through appeal to any so- 
called ‘Catholic’ or other ‘religious’ 
vote. By sticking to the real issues 
of statesmanship, I believe that you 
will shortly be given an unparalleled 
opportunity to lead America into a 
brave new world.” 





“Illness” of epidemic proportions 
regulariy breaks out among Jewish 
students graduating from the Uni- 
versity of Oxford’s pharmaceutical 
school because of an old University 
tradition that students must kiss the 
cross upon receiving their diplomas. 
The London correspondent of the 
Morning Journal, New York Yiddish- 
language daily, reported recently that 
sixteen Jewish students were unable 
to attend this year’s graduation ex- 
ercises because of indtsposition, and 
that the University authorities were 
fully aware of the dodge. Moslem 
students, too, have begun to fall “ill” 
on graduation day in recent years. 





of Church and State 
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DROP POWER QUEST, 
DR. SOCKMAN URGES 


“One dangerous trend of our day 
is to seek power and favor through 
governmental means,” the Rev. Ralph 
W. Sockman, well-known New York 
clergyman, declared at the Metho- 
dist General Conference in San 
Francisco recently. “The church must 
not yield to this current temptation. 
Political alliances between church and 
state are being promoted today in 
subtle ways of subsidy and diplomacy, 

“Christ refused temporal power. Sq 
must His church. . . . Political power 
is not safe under the control of the 
church. This is shown today in South 
Africa under the domination of g 
Protestant church and in Spain under 
the domination of the Roman Catholic 


church.” 
ana 


British Columbia Schools 


Minister Backs Conant 


The evils of the so-called “dual 
system” of education under which 
public tax support is given to both 
public and private schools were at- 
tacked recently by British Columbia’s 
Education Minister W. T. Straith. 
In the course of his remarks, Dr. 
Straith specifically endorsed the view 
expressed by Dr. James B. Conant, 
president of Harvard University, at 
the recent Boston convention of the 
American Association of School Ad- 
ministrators, which brought hot re- 
plies from Roman Catholic Arch- 
bishop Richard J. Cushing and other 
champions of parochial school educa- 
tion. 

Dr. Straith, speaking before 600 
delegates to the thirty-sixth annual 
British Columbia Teachers Federa- 
tion convention, said: “I would not 
wish to administer the department of 
education under any but our present 
system.” His reference was to cur- 
rent demands for “integration” of 
Roman Catholic schools into the pub- 
lic school system, with parochial 
schools to be “rented” to the govern- 
ment for operation largely at the 
latter’s expense. Such “integration” 
prevails, to a greater or lesser ex- 
tent, in other provinces of Canada. 

Dr. Straith’s position was immedi- 
ately attacked by Father H. I. Bader 
of the British Columbia Catholic 
Education Association, who warned 
leaders of the Liberal Party that if 
they followed the education minister’s 
lead they would most certainly lose 
“the Catholic vote” in forthcoming 
elections. Previously, the Cooperative 
Commonwealth Federation had con- 
demned the Catholic demands. 
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